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innocence. A month after the impeachment he rose in the House of Lords and made one of his pleasant, matter-of-fact speeches, strongly in contrast to the violence of his accusers. He ended by defending his devotion to the State. " I was born and bred in it. I owe it my life. I have been raised to honours and fortunes in it, I freely confess, beyond my merits. What I wanted in sufficiency and experience for the service of it, I have endeavoured to supply by care and industry. Could there be the least alienation hereafter of my heart from the service of the State ... I should be the ungratefullest man living. Should but a thought stain my heart, I should be content it were let blood. . . ." His answers to each particular charge were then read, and he was able to prove those of treachery and corruption untrue, while his exorbitant power was due rather to his two masters5 favour than his own ambition. He said he was perfectly willing to be examined on any of the articles, and the King then took advantage of the lull to press his faithful Commons again for a supply. They replied with a Remonstrance, asking for the instant dismissal of the Duke before his trial. The King would not yield to such a direct assault on his authority, and he replied by dissolving Parliament, in June 1626, without the much-needed subsidies.
Hostilities with Spain had died down, but England was now drifting into a war with France. There was more reason for enmity between these two countries than between England and Spain, where war had been caused by the flaring up of Elizabethan traditions. France, under Richelieu, was a fast-growing Power and beginning to